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Commissioners Honor 9/11 with Ceremony
and Issue a Proclamation for Patriot Day
~ Sunday, September 11, 2022 ~
(Douglas County, Ore.) Douglas County Commissioners Tim Freeman, Chris Boice and Tom Kress held a special
ceremony this morning, Wednesday, September 7, 2022 on the front steps of the Douglas County Courthouse, in honor
and remembrance of the victims, first responders and families affected by the events on September 11, 2001, as our
“Promise to Never Forget.” A copy of the live video presentation can be found on the Douglas County Government
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/DouglasCountyeGovernment.
Commissioner Freeman opened the ceremony stating, “Each year on 9/11, families of victims gather for a
special remembrance ceremony at the 9/11 Memorial Plaza in New York City to read aloud the names of the nearly
3,000 men, women, and children killed in the September 11, 2001 attacks. Included in the remembrance ceremony are
six moments of silence to mark the times when each of the World Trade Center towers were struck, when each tower
fell, and the times corresponding to the attack at the Pentagon, and the crash of United Airlines Flight 93 in
Pennsylvania. While the horrific events on 9/11/2001 directly impacted New York City, Washington, D.C. and
Pennsylvania, they also impacted our entire nation and that is why we need to continue to honor and remember 9/11.”
The Commissioners invited first responders from local Fire Departments, Fire Districts and Law Enforcement to
help us pay tribute to those that perished in the horrible, senseless terrorist acts twenty-one years ago on September 11,
2001. The Commissioners also paid tribute to our brave first responders who courageously answered the call of duty that
day. Commissioner Freeman invited Douglas County Sheriff John Hanlin and City of Roseburg Assistant Fire Chief
Tyler Christopherson to place a wreath in honor of our first responders and in remembrance of the lives lost on 9/11, as
our Promise to Never Forget. The wreath laying was followed by a moment of silence. Commissioner Freeman asked
Douglas County Fire District #2, Fire Chief Rob Bullock to step forward and ring a bell, signaling a moment of silence in
honor of the first moment of silence observed each year on 9/11 at 8:46 am, when terrorist hijackers deliberately crashed
American Airlines Flight 11 into floors 93 through 99 of the North Tower of the World Trade Center. Commissioner
Freeman concluded the ceremony with a reminder to our citizens to take a break on the morning of Sunday, September
11, 2022 and observe a moment of silence in honor and remembrance of the victims of 9/11. He then invited Tony
D’Agnese to step forward and play a sobering rendition of Taps on his trumpet. The memorial wreath will remain on our
Courthouse steps as a tribute to 9/11 through Sunday, September 11, 2022 as our “Promise to Never Forget.”
The ceremony was immediately followed by a proclamation presentation, in which the Commissioners called
upon all citizens of Douglas County to observe Sunday, September 11, 2022 as Patriot Day and the National Day of
Service and Remembrance. This year marks twenty-one years since the attacks on 9/11. The day when cowardly
terrorists senselessly attacked the World Trade Center in New York City, the Pentagon in Washington D.C., and crashed
United Flight 93 in a Pennsylvania field. It was one of the most horrific days in our nation’s history. Commissioners
asked the residents of Douglas County to honor and remember the 2,996 men, women and children who lost their lives,
the 6,000+ who were injured, and the heroes that selflessly rushed into the rubble to save lives on that fateful day.
Patriot Day is also the National Day of Service and Remembrance. It is a day to think of others and give to back
to your community. The Commissioners encourage our residents to learn more about volunteer opportunities in our local
communities and take the initiative to sign up, volunteer, give back and serve those in need. The proclamation was
presented by Commissioner Boice, on behalf of the Board and acknowledged that, "For many Americans, the memories
of the events on 9/11/2001 still remain as a haunting reminder of how precious life is and how quickly our lives can
change and we want to encourage all citizens to continue to Make a Promise to Never Forget."
Commissioner Freeman then invited Douglas County District Attorney Rick Wesenberg to the podium to present
our local first responders with proclamation certificates. In attendance were:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Douglas County Sheriff's Office: Sheriff John Hanlin, Under Sheriff Jeff Frieze, Detective Lt. Travis Whetzel, Lt.
Kelley Bean, Lt. Jerry Tilley and Sgt. Tarun Tillett
Douglas County Fire District #2: Chief Rob Bullock
North Douglas County Fire & EMS: Assistant Chief Brian Burke
Riddle Fire Department: Chief Devin Loughridge
Roseburg Fire Department: Chief Gary Garrisi, Assistant Chief of Operations Tyler Christopherson and Battalion
Chief Randy Babbitt
City of Roseburg Fire Marshall Brian Jewell
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•
•
•

Sutherlin Fire Department: Chief Mike Lane and Deputy Chief Scott McKnight
Lookingglass Volunteer Fire Department: Assistant Fire Chief Bob Scott
Tony D’Agnese – Trumpeter

“I wanted to thank the Commissioners for recognizing us. I wanted everybody to remember that there were more
than the lives that were lost on that day. We continue to lose brave firefighters to mental illness related to aftershock
and crisis because of that fateful day. I also want to remind everyone to remember the families that lost so much on
that day,” commented Fire District #2 Fire Chief Rob Bullock.
As a part of the Patriot Day proclamation the Commissioners asked our citizens to reaffirm their spirit of patriotism,
service and community that was felt and practiced in the days, months and years that followed the attack. The
presentation concluded with the beautiful playing of the Star Spangled Banner by Tony D’Agnese. God Bless America!
9/11 – Our Promise to Never Forget.
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(Proclamation and Photo Collage Attached. Individual photos available upon request)
Douglas County Proclamation Project
Douglas County Commissioners, Tim Freeman, Chris Boice and Tom Kress recognized that the pandemic traumatized our country, state and county
on so many levels. The impact was not only felt physically, but also mentally, emotionally and financially. The Commissioners collectively decided
to start this series of ‘kudos’ proclamations, and are dedicated to recognizing people that have continued to do good things in our community despite
the challenges of the past two years. They plan to continue to highlight the amazing, often selfless work being done in order to encourage our
residents to do the same. The incredible stories being told during our proclamation events shine a huge spotlight on the amazing people and
organizations in Douglas County. We want to focus on what really matters, our people. So far this year, the Commissioners have issued 27
proclamations and honored over 753 Douglas County individuals as a part of our Proclamation Project. They hope you will join them in supporting,
thanking and perhaps volunteering to help these wonderful individuals and service organizations, so we can come together to rekindle and restore
our sense of community, our faith in others and the joy that makes Douglas County the best place to live, work and play.
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